
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

 
 

TUESDAY, December 3rd – St Francis Xavier 

8:00am       + Intentions of Therese Tran  

 + Siva Anton Pararajasingham 

 + Donald Forester 

 + All Souls 

7:00pm + Ernesto Martelli 
  

WEDNESDAY, December 4th   

8:00am + Maria Madalena Quy Dinh 

7:00pm + John Callaghan 

 + Ryszard Gajewski 

 + Martin James 

 + Earl Grubb 

 + Greg Zinger 
                                          

THURSDAY, December 5th       

8:00am + Ciel Santos 

7:00pm          + Mary Phuong 

 

FRIDAY, December 6th  

8:00am + Donald MacDonald 

7:00pm          + Michael Daniel McDonald 
  

SATURDAY, December 7th – St Ambrose 

9:00am  + Anthony Tran 

5:00pm           + Ines Trang Nguyen 
 

SUNDAY, December 8th   

8:30am         + Graham Bellamy 

10:15am       + Lido and Elisa Bot 

12:00noon    Intentions of Fr Joseph LeClair 

 

May God’s peace be with those who 

have recently died, especially and 

those being persecuted for their faith 

& race, and those killed in natural 

disasters & their families. Please 

remember our parishioners who are 

sick and homebound and those in our 

Prayer Network in your prayers. 
 

 

DO YOU HAVE A VOCATION? 

By Baptism we are God’s holy family. Pray today for the grace to live 

faithfully your vocation as a single, married, ordained or consecrated person. 

If you think God is calling you to be a priest, contact Fr. Michael King, 

Vocation Director, Diocese of Hamilton 905-528-7988 or email 

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com            

                                            
INTENTIONS FOR SANCTUARY CANDLES  

Week of December 1, 2019 

Candle #1 – ERNESTO MARTELLI 

Candle #2 – WILLIAM and CIDALIA LARABEE & 

                                      FAMILY 

Please use the envelopes provided or one of your own to 

request intentions for the Sanctuary Lamps, which are lit at the 

tabernacle.  The requested offering is $10 each.  You may 

place the envelope in the collection or drop it in the Parish 

Office. 

 

 
 

COLLECTIONS FOR THE PAST WEEK 

Sunday Offering: November 23/24 $ 7,023.35 

Thank you for your continued generosity to our Parish Community! 

 

If you would like a receipt for your contribution, we need your name & 

full address.  If you would like envelopes or to sign up for Pre-Authorized 

Donations, please call the Parish Office at 519-822-4614.  

 
Extra Confession Times 

Wednesday December 18th: 10:00am to 12noon;  

12 noon -2:00pm; 2:00pm to 4:00pm; 7:30pm-9:30pm 

Christmas Mass Schedule  

Tuesday, December 24:   5:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm and 

12:00am – Midnight Mass 

Wednesday, December 25:  8:30am, 10:15am, 

12:00(noon) 

Thursday, December 26th: 9:00am 

 

Mary Mother of God (New Year’s) Mass Schedule 

Holy Day of Obligation 

Tuesday, December 31st: 5:00pm 

 Wednesday, January 1, 2019:  10:15am and 12noon  

 

 
 FLORAL TRIBUTES – IN MEMORIUM  
Would you like your loved one(s) remembered at 

Christmas?  Just make a donation towards the 

Christmas flowers, and we will post their names on 

a special poster and remember them in the prayers 

at Christmas. Special envelopes can be found on 

the bookshelf or use one of your own envelopes 

marked “Flowers” Be sure to print your loved one’s name clearly on the 

envelope. Please submit these donations by Wednesday, December 18th 

to the Parish Office or drop them in the Sunday Collection. Thank you 

for your consideration. 



DECEMBER 1, 2019 
 
 

MOVIE NIGHT at ST JOSEPH: 

Join us Tuesday December 3 at 7:30pm in the church 

hall for our second Advent movie Full of Grace: this 

movie follows Mary of Nazareth in her last earthly days 

as she helps the fractious early Church regain their 

original encounter with The Lord. All are welcome. 

Popcorn is provided! 

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT – MAGISTERRA 

SOLOISTS 

Let the Magisterra Soloists lift your spirits and get 

you feeling festive with this wonderful program of 

dazzling and virtuosic works by Bach, Corelli, Gallo, 

Smallman, and Vivaldi! With special guest 

harpsichorist, Matthew Pope, this concert promises to 

fill you with mirth just in time for the holiday season! Saturday December 

7 at 7:30pm – St Joseph Church, Guelph. Tickets are $25 adults, $20 

seniors, $15 students and $10 children available at Parish Office or online 

at https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/baroque-christmas-with-magisterra-soloists-

st-josephs-guelph-tickets-78564198633 

 

2020 ENVELOPES NOW AVAILABLE 

Your 2020 envelops are now available after all masses 

in the church hall. NUMBERS OF BEEN RE-

ORGANIZED please look for your last name 

alphabetically not by your number. If you do not see 

your envelopes or would like envelopes please call the 

office and speak to Tracy. 
 

CHRISTMAS CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Once again, we are looking for children in Grade 1 and up to participate in 

our Children’s Choir for our Christmas Mass on December 24th at 

5:00pm. Practices start on Tuesday, December 3, from 5:45pm-6:30pm. 

If your child is interested in participating or you would like more 

information please contact Tracy at the Parish Office (519-822-4614). 
 

CWL - St. Joseph's Spring Market 

Attention all Vendors The planning for our 5th Annual Spring Market is 

coming April 18 2020. Please save the date. Contact Wendy at 

synnottw@yahoo.ca or 519-222-2848 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS – CHRISTMAS CAKES 

The Knights of Columbus will be selling their famous Christmas Cakes after 

all Masses the weekend of December 7/8. They will also be selling their 

Lottery Calendars – what a great gift for Christmas. 
 

SIMBANG GABI – 9 DAY NOVENA 

Simbang Gabi, or night Mass in English, is a novena (nine-day series) of 

dawn Masses practiced by Roman Catholics in the Philippines from 

December 16th to the 24th in anticipation of Christmas. These nine-

day novena Masses are held in honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 

represent the nine-month stay of the Infant Jesus in the womb of His Mother. 

The Filipino community invite you to join us as we prepare for the birth of 

Christ our Saviour. Simbang Gabi starts on Monday December 16 at 

7:00PM, St Joseph Church. Everyone is invited after each Mass for 

reception and fellowship in the Parish basement. 
 

DAILY MEDITATIONS – HENRI NOUWEN SOCIETY 

     Nothing is sweet or easy about 

community. Community is a fellowship 

of people who do not hide their joys and 

sorrows but make them visible to each 

other as a gesture of hope. 

     In community we say: “Life is full of gains and losses, joys and sorrows, 

ups and downs—but we do not have to live it alone. We want to drink our 

cup together and thus celebrate the truth that the wounds of our individual 

lives, which seem intolerable when lived alone, become sources of healing 

when we live them as part of a fellowship of mutual care.” 

Community is like a large mosaic. Each little piece seems so insignificant. 

One piece is bright red, another cold blue or dull green, another warm 

purple, another sharp yellow, another shining gold. Some look precious, 

others ordinary. Some look valuable, others worthless. Some look gaudy, 

others delicate. We can do little with them as individual stones except 

compare them and judge their beauty and value. When, however, all these 

little stones are brought together in one big mosaic, portraying the face of 

Christ, who would ever question the importance of any one of them? If one 

of them, even the least spectacular one, is missing, the face is incomplete. 

Together in the one mosaic, each little stone is indispensable and makes a 

unique contribution to the glory of God. That’s community, a fellowship of 

little people who together make God visible in the world. 
  

ADVENT WREATH 

The symbolism of the Advent wreath is 

beautiful. The wreath is made of various 

evergreens, signifying continuous life. Even 

these evergreens have a traditional meaning 

that can be adapted to our faith: The laurel 

signifies victory over persecution and 

suffering; pine, holly and yew, immortality; 

and cedar, strength and healing.  

     Holly also has a special Christian symbolism: The prickly leaves remind 

us of the crown of thorns, and one English legend tells of how the cross was 

made of holly. The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, 

symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul and the 

everlasting life found in Christ. Any pine cones, nuts or seedpods used to 

decorate the wreath also symbolize life and resurrection. Altogether, the 

wreath of evergreens depicts the immortality of our soul and the new, 

everlasting life promised to us through Christ, the eternal Word of the 

Father, who entered our world becoming true man and who was victorious 

over sin and death through His own passion, death and resurrection.  

     Candles on the wreath have a special meaning: Purple which marks a 

time of repentance and fasting, Pink which signifies hope, and white which 

signifies the purity of Christ, or the lamb of God. Taken from Catholic Culture 

 

Parenting Tip of the Month 

For Catholics, Christmas is about so much more than gifts:  it is the promise, 

through the birth of Jesus, of goodness and light coming into our lives. Do 

your children know this is the focus of Christmas? Advent and Christmas 

are perfect times to highlight the “reason for the season”. Read stories about 

the Advent wreath so they understand what each candle symbolizes; read 

the story of the Nativity (more than once!); be sure the tree is adorned with 

symbols of the faith; read family Advent reflections daily during Advent; 

attend Mass and reflect on the readings each week, including Christmas 

Day. Faith sets a foundation on which to stand and Christmas is a perfect 

time to bring Christ into your family activities! 
 

Marriage Tip of the Month 

At Christmas we gather with love ones to share gifts, eat great food and 

build joyful memories. Sometimes we get caught up on the glitter and glam 

of the season and forget to take time as a couple to decide how much money, 

time and energy we can expend during the season. This year why not sit 

down in advance and decide how much you can do as a couple/family. 

Weave into your plans time for the two of you to take a quiet moment with 

each other. During Advent and Christmas, take time to pray and share 

important faith moments with each other. Trying these initiatives could 

make this Christmas your best yet! 

 

Did you know that the poinsettia,..  
Many believe the poinsettia’s star-shaped leaves 

symbolizes the Star of Bethlehem, which led the 

three wise men to the manger where the baby Jesus 

was born. 

   Another Christmas connection for the poinsettia is linked to the plant’s 

Mexican origin. Mexican legend tells of an impoverished girl, who had 

nothing to offer on the alter to Jesus at Christmas Eve other than weeds. 

Encouraged nonetheless by her priests to give of her spirit, she brought the 

weeds to her church. Once inside, the weeds miraculously blossomed into a 

beautiful poinsettia plant. In Mexico, the poinsettia plant is called Flores de 

Noche Buena, Spanish for “flowers of the holy night”. 
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