
 

 

Entrance Antiphon:  
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, 
And let the clouds rain down the Just One; 
Let the earth be opened 
And bring forth a Saviour. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Spirit, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen. 
 
Alternate Entrance:  O Come, Divine Messiah! 
 
O come, divine Messiah; 
The world in silence waits the day 
When hope shall sing its triumph 
And sadness flee away. 
 
Refrain: 
Sweet Savior, haste! Come, come to earth. 
Dispel the night and show thy face, 
and bid us hail the dawn of grace. 
O come, divine Messiah; the world in silence waits the day 
when hope shall sing its triumph and sadness flee away. 
 
O Thou, whom nations sigh for, 
Whom priests and prophets long foretold, 
Wilt break the captive fetters, 
Redeem the long-lost fold. (R) 
 
Shalt come in peace and meekness 
And lowly will Thy cradle be; 
All clothed in human weakness 
Shall we Thy God-head see. (R) 
 
Alternate Entrance 2: Hail Mary, Gentle Woman (verse 1 only) 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace 
The lord is with you 
Blessed are you among women 
And blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus 
Holy Mary, mother of God 
Pray for us sinners now 
And at the hour of death 
Amen 
 
Refrain: 
Gentle woman, quiet light 
Morning star, so strong and bright 
Gentle mother, peaceful dove 
Teach us wisdom, teach us love 
 
You were chosen by the father 
You were chosen for the son 
You were chosen from all women 



 

 

And for women, shining one 
 
Final Refrain: 
Gentle woman, quiet light 
Morning star, so strong and bright 
Gentle mother, peaceful dove 
Teach us wisdom, teach us love. 
Teach us wisdom, teach us love. 
 
Penitential Rite: 
 
Cantor:  You came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s Kingdom. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
All sing:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Cantor:  You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
All sing:  Christ, have mercy. 
 
Cantor:  You will come in glory with salvation for Your people. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
All sing:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest:  “May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.” 
 
All sing:  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
Psalm Refrain:  Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 
Offertory: The Angel Gabriel 
 
The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame: 
'From God, all hail,' the angel said to Mary, 
'most highly favoured lady!' 
Gloria! 
 
'Fear not, for you shall bear a holy child, 
by whom we shall to God be reconciled; 
his name shall be Emmanuel, the long-foretold: 
most highly favoured lady!' 
Gloria! 
 
Then gentle Mary humbly bowed her head: 
'To me be as it pleases God,' she said, 
'My soul shall praise and magnify his holy name.' 
Most highly favoured lady! 
Gloria! 
 
Of her, Emmanuel - the Christ - was born 
in Bethlehem, upon that Christmas morn. 



 

 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say, 
'Most highly favoured lady!’ 
Gloria! 
 
Sanctus: 
 
Sanctus, Sanctus,  
Sanctus, Dóminus Deus Sábaoth.  
Pleni sunt caeli et terra glória tua.  
Hosána in excélsis! 
Benedíctus qui venit in nómine Dómini.  
Hosána in excélsis! 
 
Memorial Acclamation: 
 
Save us, Saviour of the world,  
for by Your cross and resurrection,  
You have set us free. 
 
Agnus Dei: 
 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
 
Communion:  Bread of Life 
 
Refrain: 
Bread of life, hope of the world, 
Jesus Christ, our brother; 
feed us now, give us life, 
lead us to one another. 
 
Be with Your people, Lord, send us Your saving Word: 
Jesus Christ, light of gladness, come among us now. (R) 
 
Bring to our world of fear the truth we long to hear: 
Jesus Christ, hope of ages, come to save us now. (R) 
 
As we proclaim your death as we recall your life, 
We remember your promise to return again. (R) 
 
The bread we break and share was scattered once as grain: 
Just as now it is gathered, make your people one. (R) 
 
We eat this living bread, we drink this saving cup: 
Sign of hope in our broken world, source of lasting love. (R) 
 
Hold us unity, in love for all to see; 
That the world may believe in you, God of all who live. (R) 
 
You are the bread of peace, you are the wine of joy, 
Broken now for your people, poured in endless love. (R) 
 



 

 

Recessional:  Let Heaven Rejoice 
 
Refrain:  
Let heaven rejoice and earth be glad 
Let all creation sing 
Let children proclaim to every land 
Hosanna to the King 
 
Sound the trumpet into the night 
The day of the Lord is near 
Wake His people, lift your voice 
Proclaim it to the world (Refrain) 
 
Rise in splendor, shake off your sleep 
Put on your robes of joy 
And in the morning you shall see 
The Glory of the Lord (Refrain) 
 
Raise your voices, be not afraid 
Proclaim it in every land 
Christ has died but he has risen 
He will come again (Refrain) 
 
Alternate Recessional:  O Come, Divine Messiah! 
 
O come, divine Messiah; 
The world in silence waits the day 
When hope shall sing its triumph 
And sadness flee away. 
 
Refrain: 
Sweet Savior, haste! Come, come to earth. 
Dispel the night and show thy face, 
and bid us hail the dawn of grace. 
O come, divine Messiah; the world in silence waits the day 
when hope shall sing its triumph and sadness flee away. 
 
O Thou, whom nations sigh for, 
Whom priests and prophets long foretold, 
Wilt break the captive fetters, 
Redeem the long-lost fold. (R) 
 
Shalt come in peace and meekness 
And lowly will Thy cradle be; 
All clothed in human weakness 
Shall we Thy God-head see. (R) 
 
 


